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	 “I	just	finished	my	next	book.	It’s	called	‘Where’s	My	Jet	Pack?’	I	went	through	
all	the	stuff	they	promised	us	in	the	’50s	when	we	were	going	to	live	in	a	techno-
Utopia.	As	it	turns	out,	a	lot	of	that	stuff	is	here.	My	third	book	is	a	sequel	to		
‘How	to	Survive	a	Robot	Uprising’.”
	 Wilson’s	idea	for	the	first	book	originated	from	an	online	chat	that	he	did	for		
the	Washington Post.
	 “Remember	in	‘Terminator’	when	he	knocks	on	her	door	and	says,	‘Is	Sarah	
Connor	here?’	I	started	thinking,	‘What	if	I	answered	my	door,	and	a	big	Austrian	
guy	is	asking	me	for	Sarah	Connor?’	I’d	be	like,	‘No,	she	lives	in	that	house	over	
there.’”	
	 This	curiosity	about	how	real	people	might	react	to	movie	robots	led	to	his	
creation	of	a	blog	(an	online	journal).	He	began	answering	questions	from	other	
bloggers	who	were	immersed	in	the	robot	culture	of	the	movies.	Some	of	the	ques-
tions	were	“interesting”	as	Wilson	puts	it.	
	 One	blogger	from	an	undisclosed	location	asked	Wilson:	“Purely	hypothetically,	
if	you	were	an	evil	mastermind,	working	on	perfecting	an	army	of	robots	to	enslave	
the	world,	what	would	be	the	critical	elements	for	creating	a	truly	epic	reign	of	
terror?”	
	 Wilson	answered:	“Purely	hypothetically,	the	first	problem	is	how	to	hide	a	robot	
army	that	is	big	enough	to	conquer	the	world.	In	the	book,	I	describe	the	situation	
that	happens	in	‘I,	Robot’	where,	essentially,	a	virus	spreads	among	servant	robots.	
The	virus	makes	them	evil	and	homicidal.	Burning	red	eyes	are	helpful	to	clue	in	
the	humans	who	don’t	understand	that	their	servant	robots	‘aren’t	going	to	take	it	
anymore.’”
	 Wilson’s	flip,	but	accurate	answers	are	creating	an	unexpected	following.	
	 “Putting	jokes	in	the	material	is	something	I	couldn’t	
avoid	doing,	but	all	the	facts	are	real.	
What’s	funny	is	the	people	who	are	
furthest	away	from	robots	are	the	
people	who	are	most	worried.”	
	 Wilson’s	interest	in	robotics	was	
encouraged	by	Sandip	Sen,	his	advisor	
in	the	Tulsa	Undergraduate	Research	
Challenge	(TURC).	He	believes	the	
encouragement	young	roboticists	receive	
at	TU	is	making	a	big	difference.	With	
support	from	professors	such	as	Sen,	
Wilson	thinks	more	students	from	TU	will	
be	making	their	mark	on	robotics	in	the	near	
future.	“CMU	[Carnegie	Mellon	University]	
is	number	one	in	the	world	in	robotics.	TU	
sends	a	couple	of	kids	there	every	year.	It’s	
great	that	TU	is	so	well	represented.”	
	 Of	course,	it	doesn’t	hurt	that	Hollywood	
‘insider,’	Daniel	Wilson,	is	also	a	TU	grad.
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TU alumnus Daniel 
Wilson	is	a	hot 

Hollywood	commodity	…		for	a	
scientist.	Wilson	isn’t	bothered	
by	his	new	status	as	Hollywood’s	
go-to	guy	in	the	world	of	
robotics.	

“I	don’t	take	robot	uprising				
		scenarios	very	seriously,”		

		he	says.
This	is	probably	not	a	surprise	

to	anyone	who’s	read	his	first	book,	
How to Survive a Robot Uprising,	published	by	Bloomsbury.	Wilson’s	tongue-in-cheek	
style	is	matched	only	by	his	amazing	knowledge	of	how	robots	really	work.	Wilson	
has	a	contract	with	Paramount	Studios	and	has	been	featured	on	national	television.	
When	Dateline NBC	interviewed	him,	Wilson	found	himself	portraying	the	voice	of	
reason	among	a	group	of	very	austere	scientists	including	well-known	futurist	Ray	
Kurzweil.	Wilson	remembers	the	interview	starting	out	with	the	words,	“a	little	
known	threat	to	America,”	which	evolved	into	a	panel	discussion	about	the	possi-
bility	of	a	real	robot	uprising.	During	the	interview,	Wilson	says,	he	began	to	see	
himself	as	the	only	member	of	the	panel	with	a	sense	of	humor	about	the	topic.	
	 As	the	interview	continued,	Wilson	began	to	worry	he	might	be	edited	to	appear	
fearful	of	a	robot	uprising.	“I’m	so	happy	that	the	last	thing	I	said	was,	‘I	don’t	think	
it’s	very	likely.’”
	 It	is	unlikely	that	roboticists	will	take	Wilson’s	robot	uprising	scenarios	very	seri-
ously.	His	robot	stories	are	often	the	result	of	taking	movie	robots	a	step	further.	He	
admits	he’s	not	the	only	roboticist	doing	this.	
	 “All	these	[movie]	robots	inspire	roboticists.”	
	 Now,	it’s	time	for	the	roboticist	to	inspire	the	movies.	Wilson’s	book	was	
optioned	by	Paramount	with	Mike	Myers	as	the	star	in	the	sci-fi	comedy.	He	admits	
to	being	perplexed	by	the	whole	Hollywood	thing.	
	 “I	didn’t	really	understand	how	it	works.	Before	the	book	was	even	available,	
there	were	galley	copies.	Some	of	those	got	handed	out	at	studios.	Paramount	
optioned	it…	It	was	a	little	bit	of	free	money.	I	didn’t	have	to	do	anything	but	sign	
a	300	-	page	contract.	After	they	got	a	script	written,	they	got	Mike	Myers	to	star	
in	it.	I	sat	in	on	the	whole	process	and	saw	every	step.	I	went	down	to	LA	and	had	
‘brunch’	with	my	agent.”
	 Wilson	takes	the	whole	thing	with	a	pinch	of	salt.	Will	he	become	the	next	
Michael	Crichton,	using	his	science	savvy	to	make	megabucks	as	a	movie	mogul?	
	 Although	he	views	himself	as	a	scientist	first	(he	holds	two	masters	degrees	and	
a	doctorate	from	the	Robotics	Institute	at	Carnegie	Mellon	University,	a	2000	BS	
degree	in	computer	science	from	TU	and	has	worked	in	research	laboratories	for	
Microsoft	and	Intel),	he	is	already	working	on	his	third	book.	

Dr.   Wilson  Takes  a  
Brunch  in  Hollywood
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W. Wayne Wilson, Don Paul and Lisa Stewart	
were	inducted	into	The	University	of	Tulsa	Engineering	
and	Natural	Sciences	Hall	of	Fame	in	a	ceremony	held	
last	spring.	Each	of	the	honorees	sees	a	bright	future	for	
petroleum	engineers.

W. Wayne Wilson,	Senior	Fellow	Emeritus	for	
ConocoPhillips,	believes	engineers	must	possess	not	only	
sound	engineering	skills	but	also	good	capabilities	in	the	
practical	application	of	those	skills	to	be	successful.	

“Good	communication	skills,	good	interpersonal	skills	
and	a	good	balance	of	technical	and	practical	skills	are	
important	in	being	able	to	contribute	in	the	business	
world	and	achieve	a	successful	career.	That’s	what	I	think	
I	got	from	The	University	of	Tulsa,”	he	says.

After	receiving	his	degree	in	chemical	engineering	
from	TU	in	1962,	Wilson	went	to	work	for	Conoco	in	
the	Process	Engineering	Department.	He	remained	at	
Conoco	and	ConocoPhillips	for	42	years,	serving	in	vari-
ous	leadership	roles	in	research	and	engineering,	before	
retiring	in	2004.	

Upon	retirement,	Wilson	was	named	a	ConocoPhillips	
Senior	Fellow	Emeritus,	an	honor	bestowed	upon	a	select	
few	for	distinguished	service	and	contributions	to	the	
petroleum	industry.	

Wilson	serves	on	the	Chemical	Engineering	Industrial	
Advisory	Board	at	TU	and	is	a	
past	member	of	the	Chemical	
Engineering	Advisory	
Committee	at	Oklahoma	
State	University.	

“Education,	in	general,	
opens	doors	of	opportunity	
that	wouldn’t	otherwise	have	
been	available.	It	prepares	one	
for	a	changing	world	and	provides	
a	broad	range	of	opportunities”	he	
says.	“Maybe	equally	important	is	
that	an	education	demonstrates	a	
determination	to	accomplish	the	
mental	results	necessary	to	be	
successful.	Dedication	to	self-improve-
ment	is	a	good	indicator	of	a	
person’s	determination.”

Wilson	is	a	senior	member	
of	the	American	Institute	of	
Chemical	Engineers	and	a	
past	member	of	the	Executive	
Committee	and	Board	of	
Directors	of	Fractionation	Research	Incorporated.	After	
43	years	in	the	industry,	he	is	still	enthusiastic	about	what	
is	on	the	horizon	for	chemical	engineers.	

“The	application	of	today’s	automation	technology	
to	improve	the	overall	efficiency	and	safety	of	process-
ing	facilities	is	something	that’s	very	exciting.	Another	
exciting	area	is	the	application	of	today’s	technology	to	
develop	alternative	energy	sources	for	more	renewable	
energy	and	other	types	of	energy	to	meet	future	world	
needs.”
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Don Paul,	Vice	President	and	Chief	Technology	
Officer	of	Chevron	Corporation	says:	

	“Now	and	into	the	future,	energy	opportunities	are	
going	to	be	more	challenging.	We’re	pushing	the	front	
of	capability	in	exploration,	production,	and	fuel	manu-
facturing.	That	is	why	there’s	a	major	revival	in	energy	
research	and	development.”	

Nobody	knows	better	about	energy	research	and	devel-
opment	than	Paul.	In	his	current	role,	he	is	responsible	
for	the	company’s	three	technology	companies:	Energy	
Technology,	Information	Technology,	and	Technology	
Ventures.	

Paul	began	his	career	with	Chevron	in	1975	as	
a	research	geophysicist.	Before	that,	he	attended	
Massachusetts	Institute	of	Technology	(MIT)	where	he	
earned	a	bachelor’s	degree	in	applied	mathematics,	a	
master’s	degree	in	geology	and	geophysics	and	a	Ph.D.	
degree	in	geophysics.	He	is	a	member	of	the	Society	of	
Exploration	Geophysicists,	the	American	Association	
of	Petroleum	Geologists	and	the	Society	of	Petroleum	
Engineers.	He	is	also	a	member	of	the	external	advisory	
boards	for	the	Energy	Laboratory	and	Department	
of	Earth,	Atmosphere,	and	Planetary	Sciences	of	the	
Massachusetts	Institute	of	Technology,	former	chair-
man	of	the	School	of	Earth	Sciences	Advisory	Board	of	

Stanford	University,	the	National	
Research	Council	of	the	United	

States	National	Academy	of	
Science.	He	also	served	on	
the	1997	Presidential	Panel	

on	Federal	Energy	Research	
and	Development.	
In	December	2001,	Chevron	

joined	with	The	University	of	
Tulsa	to	form	the	Center	of	Research	

Excellence	in	Production	Fluid	Flow.	
Paul’s	involvement	in	the	project	is	

another	example	of	his	commit-
ment	to	influencing	the	direction	

education	takes	in	solving	the	
world’s	energy	challenges.	

“Energy	is	big	on	the	agenda	
again.	I	think	there’s	been	a	
revival	of	interest	among	engi-
neering	students.”	

	Paul	is	clear	about	what	a	
university	education	provides.	
“I	have	a	classical	view	of	

education	in	engineering	and	science.	Throughout	one’s	
career	there	are	ample	and	continuing	opportunities	to	
learn	about	new	technology.	What	universities	have	to	
provide	is	a	solid,	fundamental	education.	You	can	get	
experience,	but	you	can’t	obtain	a	fundamental	educa-
tion	again.”	He	cautions	students	who	choose	a	specialty	
because	it	is	the	new	thing.	

“Don’t	do	it	because	it’s	the	hot	job	market.	Do	some-
thing	you	really	like,	something	you	have	an	aptitude	for,	

Three New Inductees to the Hall of Fame
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TU Hosts Security 
Professionals
The University of Tulsa hosted security profession-
als	from	around	the	country	at	a	spring	2006	conference.	
TU	and	the	Tulsa	Area	Industrial	Security	Awareness	
Council	designed	the	conference	to	educate	businesses	
with	government	contracts	about	securing	proprietary	
information.	The	conference	focused	on	security	issues	
involving	new	technology	and	featured	several	small	
workshops	on	topics	such	as	counterintelligence,	interna-
tional	information	exchange,	export	control	and	security	
education.	The	conference	also	included	a	seminar	on	
computer	security	where	attendees	learned	that	new	
technologies	like	miniature	jump	drives	and	wireless	
connections	can	compromise	previously	secure	networks.

and	you’ll	do	just	fine.	I	never	met	someone	really	
good	at	what	they	do	who	didn’t	love	it.”

Lisa Stewart,	President,	Production	and	Non-
regulated	Operations	for	El	Paso	Natural	Gas	echoes	
her	fellow	honorees’	opinions:	

“Work	hard	and	don’t	worry	about	what	other	
people	think.”

Stewart	is	a	straight-talking	engineer	with	a	great	sense	
of	humor.	Since	earning	her	degree	from	The	University	
of	Tulsa	College	of	Engineering	and	Natural	Sciences	in	
petroleum	engineering,	she	has	had	a	life	filled	with	the	
ups	and	downs	of	the	industry,	especially	as	it	relates	to	
reservoir	engineering.	

Stewart’s	admiration	for	her	former	professors	is	palpa-
ble.	“Today,	my	son	uses	concepts	developed	by	Jim	Brill	
and	Dale	Beggs	who	wrote	the	Beggs	&	Brill	Correlation.	
These	are	professors	I	studied	with!”	

After	graduation,	Stewart	put	her	education	to	good	
use.	She	worked	as	a	reservoir	engineer	for	Cities	
Service/Oxy	before	accepting	a	similar	position	with	
Apache	Corporation	in	1984.	In	1995,	she	became	a	
vice	president	with	Apache.	When	Stewart	accepted	her	
current	position	with	El	Paso	Natural	Gas	in	February	
2004,	she	had	been	serving	as	Apache’s	executive	vice	
president,	Business	Development	and	Exploration	
and	Production	Services.	At	El	Paso	Natural	Gas		she	
oversees	the	company’s	exploration	and	production	
and	marketing	businesses.	Stewart	is	a	member	of	the	
Society	of	Petroleum	Engineers	(SPE),	the	Independent	
Petroleum	Association	of	America	(IPAA),	Texas	
Independent	Producers	and	Royalty	Owners	Association	
(TIPRO)	and	the	Institute	of	Petroleum.

While	working	her	way	up	the	corporate	management	
ladder,	Stewart	was	also	busy	as	a	single	mom	raising	
another	petroleum	engineer.	Her	son	graduated	in	May	
2006	with	a	degree	in	petroleum	engineering	from	Texas	
A&M	University.	

“I	spent	a	lot	of	my	career	as	a	single	mom,”	she	says.	
“I	think	being	able	to	balance	career	and	being	a	mom	
is	what	I’m	most	proud	of.	You	always	worry	whether	
you’re	spending	enough	time.	It’s	a	hard	balance.	He’s	
probably	getting	a	petroleum	engineering	degree	because	
he	spent	a	lot	of	Saturdays	in	the	office!”	

Stewart’s	father,	Jack	Sherrod,	graduated	from	TU	in	
1951	with	a	degree	in	petroleum	engineering.	Her	cousin	
and	former	SPE	president,	Gerald	E.	Sherrod,	also	grad-
uated	from	The	University	of	Tulsa.	Three	uncles	on	her	
mother’s	side	are	engineers	as	well.	

Stewart	believes	an	education	in	engineering	is	valuable	
for	more	than	solving	equations.	

“Life	is	about	problem	solving.	Engineering	methods	
of	solving	problems	[teach	you]	how	to	break	problems	
down	and	solve	them	in	the	right	order.	I	think	the	prac-
tical	skills	you	get	serve	you	in	any	area	of	business.”

Stewart	sees	exciting	trends	on	the	horizon	for	people	
working	in	the	petroleum	industry.	“There’s	a	lot	of	
opportunity	to	have	a	cultural	experience	that	you	didn’t	
get	back	when	I	started.”	

Her	advice	for	any	career?	“If	you	really	like	it,	you’ll	
be	good	at	it.”

 Unearthing  
 Grandpa’s Car

   In 1957, a white and gold Chrysler  
  Belvedere was	wrapped	in	a	cosmoline-like			

		substance	for	preservation,	then	buried	inside	a				
		concrete	bunker	on	the	lawn	of	the	Tulsa	Courthouse.	
The	car	was	lowered	into	the	vault	(several	times	for	
photo	shoots,	including	one	for	Life	magazine’s	July	7,	
1957	issue),	and	locked	in	place	on	June	15,	1957.	

As	a	summer	project,	Bryan	Tapp	and	his	geoscience	
students	helped	Tulsa	County	locate	its	semi-centennial	
vault	containing	either	a	pristine	Belvedere	or	a	pile	of	
rust.	Tapp	and	his	students	will	find	out	as	they	attempt	
to	inspect	the	car	prior	to	its	unearthing.	

The	car,	or	what’s	left	of	it,	will	be	revealed	on	June	
15,	2007,	as	part	of	the	celebration	of	Oklahoma’s	
Centennial. 

Reaching Past the PASS Objectives
As The UniversiTy of TUlsA College of engineering And nATUrAl sCienCes beComes more 
involved in Tulsa’s secondary education community, it is apparent that TU students and 
faculty make a difference when they participate. TU coordinators Jerry McCoy, Mark 
Buchheim, Winton Cornell and Bob Howard are to be commended for their commitment 
to lifelong learning. The following e-mail from Suzanne Giddens, 7th grade life sciences 
teacher from Jenks Middle School, praises The University of Tulsa’s response to the Priority 

Academic Student Skills (PASS) objectives. 

“These class/workshops offered by the University of Tulsa defined my teaching 

style as one who uses the inquiry method and enjoys science lab experiments. My 

first workshop I had the fortunate opportunity to participate was taken the summer 

of 1991 after my first year of teaching. The courses that I credit to my success 
in teaching science include: Integrating Science/Art for Gifted Students, Critical 

Thinking for Science Teaching, PIECES I and Bringing Math & Science to Life with 

Demonstrations & Lab exercise offered July 11 – July 22, 2005 (Physics 7883). The 

Science Teacher’s Workshop is funded by a Math and Science Partnership Grant 

awarded by the Oklahoma State Department of Education to Union Public Schools 

and the University of Tulsa. My partnership with the University of Tulsa science 

workshops has encouraged and supported targeting PASS skills and content, the use 

of computers and vertical teaming. The TU team of Jerry McCoy, Mark Buchheim, 

Winton Cornell and Bob Howard should be commended for their dedication to  

educating students as well as area science teachers.The Union teacher team of Becky Morales and Kathy Pursley has worked very 

hard and put tremendous efforts into ensuring that area science teachers strive 

toward national science achievement with the strong emphasis on PASS Science 

Process and Inquiry Standards. I would like to thank the University of Tulsa for 

empowering my science content knowledge and confidence as an educator in the state 

of Oklahoma. 

Sincerely,
Suzanne Giddens” TU Vision News | Fall 2006
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FacultyNews
Pictured left to right: Earl Johnson, Dean Steve Bellovich,  
David Rybicki, Sandy Rybicki, Professor Edmund Rybicki,  
President Steadman Upham and Ryan Rex. 

Pomeranz Serves ASEE
Shirley Pomeranz, associate professor with the Department of Mathematical and Computer Sciences,  
is	serving	her	second	year	of	a	two-year	term	on	the	National	Board	of	Directors	of	the	American	Society	for		
Engineering	Education	(ASEE).	She	also	represented	The	University	of	Tulsa	at	the	recent	ASEE	conference.	

Sandip Sen Considers the Future
Sandip Sen is a member of the organizing committee for the Fifth International Joint  
Conference	 on	 Autonomous	 Agents	 and	 Multiagent	 Systems	 (AAMAS	 2006).	 The	 workshop	 was	 held	 at	
Future	University	in	Hakodate	(Japan)	on	May	8,	2006,	prior	to	the	main	technical	program	of	the	AAMAS	
conference.	 The	 goal	 of	 this	 workshop	 was	 to	 increase	 awareness	 and	 interest	 in	 adaptive	 agent	 research,	
encourage	collaboration	between	machine	learning	experts	and	agent	system	experts,	and	give	a	representative	
overview	of	current	research	in	the	area	of	adaptive	agents.	The	workshop	served	as	an	inclusive	forum	for	the	
discussion	on	ongoing	or	completed	work	in	both	theoretical	and	practical	issues.	Recognizing	the	applicability	and	
limitations	of	current	machine	learning	research	when	applied	to	situated	agents,	as	well	as	the	necessary	extensions	
of	these	methods	to	deal	with	the	multi	in	multiagent	systems,	was	of	particular	relevance	to	the	workshop.

Machine	learning	and	adaptive	systems	traditionally	have	been	concerned	with	learning	and	adapting	from	past	experi-
ence	in	the	environment.	Whereas	most	of	this	research	has	focused	on	techniques	for	acquisition	and	effective	use	of	problem-
solving	knowledge	from	the	viewpoint	of	a	single	autonomous	agent,	recent	work	has	also	opened	the	possibility	of	applying	some	
of	these	techniques	in	multiagent	settings.

Edmund F. Rybicki, Harry H. Rogers Professor of Mechanical Engineering  
and	chair	of	the	Mechanical	Engineering	Department,	was	named	Mr.	Homecoming	for	2006.		
The	announcement	was	made	by	TU	President	Steadman	Upham	and	Ryan	Rex,	president	of	
the	Alumni	Board	of	Governors.	

Attending	the	surprise	announcement	were	Earl	Johnson,	Mr.	Homecoming	2005	and	TU’s	
dean	of	admissions;	Steven	Bellovich,	dean	of	the	College	of	Engineering	and	Natural	Sciences;	
Rybicki’s	son,	David	Rybicki,	president	of	the	Berkley	Group;	and	Ed	Rybicki’s	wife,	Sandy.	
Faculty,	staff,	and	TU	alumni	board	members	were	also	in	attendance.	Rybicki	was	described	as	
a	“visionary,”	“a	true	gentleman”	and	“a	great	example	of	the	‘TU	difference’.”	He	has	been	a	
member	of	the	TU	faculty	since	1979.

Sublette Named to Oklahoma  
Environmental Quality Board 
On May 18, Oklahoma Governor Brad Henry appointed Kerry Sublette,	
Sarkey’s	Professor	of	Environmental	Engineering	and	Professor	of	Chemical	Engineer-
ing,	to	the	Oklahoma	Environmental	Quality	Board.	The	Oklahoma	Legislature	estab-
lished	the	Environmental	Quality	Board,	comprised	of	Oklahoma	citizens,	to	provide	
guidance	to	the	Department	of	Environmental	Quality	(DEQ).	Board	members	have	
a	variety	of	backgrounds	in	manufacturing,	hazardous	waste	management,	solid	waste	

management,	petroleum	industry,	agriculture,	recreation,	conservation,	rural	water	systems,	and	statewide	environmen-
tal	issues.	Members	are	appointed	by	the	governor,	confirmed	by	the	senate	and	serve	a	five-year	term.

Sublette Honored  
by AAPG
The American Association of Petroleum Geolo-
gists’ (AAPG)	Division	of	Environmental	Geosciences	
(DEG)	has	chosen	TU	Professor	Kerry	L.	Sublette	to	
receive	its	annual	teaching	award.	The	award	is	given	for	
excellence	and	dedication	in	the	field	of	teaching	envi-
ronmental	geology	and/or	related	subjects.	The	award	
was	presented	April	12,	2006	during	the	DEG	luncheon	
at	the	AAPG	Annual	Convention	in	Houston.

Pictured left to right: President Steadman Upham, Professor Edmund 
Rybicki,and Peggy Upham. 

TU Welcomes  
New Faculty
Dylan Brennan – Physics

Jeremy Daily – Mechanical Engineering

Janica Edmonds – Math and Computer Science

Jagannathan Mahadevan – Petroleum Engineering

Kumar Ramachandran – Geosciences

Robert Sheaff – Chemistry

Sanwu Wang – Physics

Mr. Homecoming
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Faculty Honors 
Thursday evening, April 20, 2006 was memorable for Brenton McLaury,	
associate	professor	of	mechanical	engineering	and	Steve	Tipton,	professor	of	me-
chanical	engineering.	McLaury	won	the	Kermit	Brown	Award	for	Teaching	Excel-
lence,	while	Tipton	received	the	Tau	Beta	Pi	Teaching	Excellence	Award	at	the	37th	
Annual	Honors	and	Awards	Ceremony	held	at	the	Great	Hall	in	the	Allen	Chapman	
Activity	Center.	

The	Kermit	E.	Brown	Award	is	named	for	one	of	the	world’s	best-known	and	most	
respected	petroleum	engineering	educators.	The	Tau	Beta	Pi	Teaching	Excellence	
Award	recognizes	those	who,	by	their	dedication	to	teaching,	make	it	possible	for	
students	to	achieve	distinguished	scholarship	and	exemplary	character.	

TU Paper Honored at AAAS
Faisal M. Al-Mutahar, Siamack Shirazi and Brenton McLaury were	
recently	recognized	by	the	American	Association	for	the	Advancement	of	Science	
(AAAS).	Their	outstanding	paper,	“Critical	Deposition	Velocity	of	Sand	in	Horizontal	
and	Inclined	Pipes,”	was	presented	at	the	81st	annual	meeting	of	the	AAAS.	

The	competition	included	more	than	150	speakers	but,	as	Al-Mutahar	says,	“with	
the	continuous	support	of	the	outstanding	team	I	work	with,	namely,	Siamack	Shirazi	
and	Brenton	McLaury,	we	were	able	to	win	an	Honorable	Mention	Recognition.”	

In	addition	to	the	honor	he	received	from	AAAS,	McLaury,	associate	professor	of	
mechanical	engineering,	also	received	an	Outstanding	Teacher	Award	from	TU.	

EPA Honors TU  
Undergrad
Geosciences undergraduate student Eric  
VanderBoom	received	a	United	States	Environmental	
Protection	Agency	Fellowship	of	$41,500.	The	presti-
gious	and	competitive	award	highlights	the	quality	of	both	
students	and	faculty	of	The	University	of	Tulsa	College	of	
Engineering	and	Natural	Sciences.

Bryan	Tapp	is	VanderBoom’s	faculty	sponsor.

Old Guard Victory
Steven Gary II, a senior mechanical engineering	
student	at	TU,	won	first	place	in	the	“Old	Guard”	under-
graduate	research	competition	at	the	American	Society	of	
Mechanical	Engineers	(ASME)	regional	student	confer-
ence	in	Fayetteville,	Arkansas,	April	7-8.	

Gary’s	research	presentation	was	entitled	“Leaf	Blower	
Noise	Reduction.”	He	has	measured	the	noise	generated	
by	a	gas-powered	leaf	blower	and	designed	and	tested	
components	that	significantly	reduce	the	noise	without	
degrading	the	machine’s	performance.	Gary	beat	out	
nearly	a	dozen	other	entries	from	universities	throughout	
Region	X	of	ASME,	which	includes	Oklahoma,	Arkansas,	
Texas,	Los	Angeles	and	the	country	of	Mexico.	

Gary	received	a	cash	prize	and	an	all-expense	paid	trip	

to	the	ASME	national	conference	scheduled	for	Novem-
ber	in	Chicago.	There	he	will	compete	against	the	win-
ners	of	the	other	13	ASME	regional	conferences.	

Special	thanks	go	to	John	Shadley,	Emeritus	Professor	
of	Mechanical	Engineering	at	The	University	of	Tulsa,	
who	has	worked	closely	with	Gary	on	his	research,	and	to	
Professor	Brenton	McLaury,	who	accompanied	Gary	and	
other	TU	Mechanical	Engineering	students	to	the	confer-
ence	in	Fayetteville.	Professor	John	Henshaw	is	faculty	
advisor	for	Gary’s	research.	

This	is	the	fifth	time	since	1995	that	TU	has	won	the	
Region	X	Old	Guard	competition.	TU	went	on	to	win	
the	national	title	in	1998	and	placed	second	in	the	nation	
in	2002.

Biology Honors
TU’s Pi Alpha Chapter won several honors at the Southcentral Regional	
Convention	of	National	Biological	Honor	Society.	Students	attended	the	convention	
at	the	Oklahoma	University	Biological	Station,	Lake	Texoma.	From	April	6-8,	the	
Southcentral	Regional	Convention	hosted	chapters	from	15	universities	from	Texas,	
Oklahoma,	Arkansas	and	Louisiana.	There	were	176	participants	at	this	year’s	conven-
tion.	Andrew	Ausmus,	Anthony	Papinsick	and	Molly	White	all	won	awards	for	papers	
on	a	variety	of	subjects.	

Andrew	Ausmus	won	a	$500	award	for	his	paper,	“Analysis	of	MES-1	Phospho-
Tyrosine	Relationship	in	C.	elegans	Embryos.”	Andrew’s	advisor	is	Prof.	Laura	
Berkowitz.	Anthony	Papinsick	won	a	$350	award	for	his	paper	“Antimicrobial	Activity	
and	Resistance	of	Thyme	Oil.”	Anthony’s	advisor	is	Prof.	William	A.	Rosche.	Molly	
White	won	a	$500	award	for	her	paper,	“IL-4	Regulation	of	ST6	Gal	I	Promoter	in	
Tissue	Culture	Cells.”	Molly’s	advisor	is	Prof.	Kenton	Miller.	

Chapters	also	competed	for	the	Chapter	History	Award	acknowledging	the	year-
long	activities	of	the	chapter.	Students	presented	the	results	of	their	undergraduate	re-
search	projects	in	either	poster	or	oral	presentations.	Andrew	Bussman	placed	second	
in	poster	session	II.	Kyle	Work	and	Andrew	Ausmus	won	the	Frank	G.	Brooks	Award	
for	first	place	in	oral	presentation	sessions	one	and	three,	respectively.	In	addition	to	
an	honorarium,	the	Brooks	award	pays	for	travel	and	registration	expenses	for	students	
to	attend	the	National	Convention,	held	in	Melbourne,	Florida,	May	24	-	28.

Pi	Alpha	had	11	attendees:	Karen	McMahon	(Pi	Alpha	Faculty	Advisor),	Bill	Ros-
che,	Lori	Hastings,	Chuck	Unruh	(Pi	Alpha	Secretary),	Christy	Craig,	Molly	White	
(Pi	Alpha	Historian),	Andrew	Ausmus,	Kyle	Work	(Pi	Alpha	Vice	President),	Andrew	
Bussman	(Pi	Alpha	President),	Anthony	Papinsick,	and	Tad	Schoedel.

Brenton McLaury (left) with Mark Buchheim (right)Steve Tipton (left) with Stephen Miska (right)

Anthony Papinsick

Andrew Ausmus with Molly WhiteTop Row: (left to right) Chuck Unruh, Tad Schoedel,  

Bill Rosche, Anthony Papinsick;  

Bottom Row: (left to right) Andrew Ausmus, Christy Craig,  

Kyle Work, Andrew Bussman, Molly White, Lori Hastings



Affiliated	Chapter.	In	addition	to	her	election	to	Phi	
Kappa	Phi,	she	was	tapped	for	the	Phi	Beta	Kappa	honor	
society.	In	her	spare	time,	Suong,	who	was	valedictorian	
of	her	high	school	class,	worked	as	a	volunteer	at	the	
St.	John	Medical	Center	Emergency	Department.	Her	
professional	goal	is	to	become	a	physician/scientist.	She	
enters	the	M.D./Ph.D.	program	at	the	University	of	Texas	
Southwestern	in	the	fall.

TU	junior	Tad	Schoedel	is	a	member	of	TURC	and	a	
member	of	the	American	Society	of	Microbiology.	Tad,	
who	was	selected	for	the	National	Science	Foundation’s	
Undergraduate	Mentoring	Program	in	Biology,	also	runs	
track	and	cross-country	for	The	University	of	Tulsa	on	
an	athletic	scholarship.	He	is	active	in	the	community	as	
well.	Tad	volunteers	at	the	Bedlam	Free	Clinic,	tutors	in	
a	local	elementary	school	and	rings	a	bell	for	the	Salva-
tion	Army.	Tad	spent	last	summer	in	the	University	Study	
Abroad	Consortium	(USAC)	program	in	Costa	Rica.	The	
Colorado	native	plans	to	earn	a	doctorate	in	biochemistry,	
then	conduct	research	focused	on	cancer	biology	and	cell	
signaling.	

Sophomore	David	Wacker	is	a	TU	Presidential	Scholar	
and	the	Student	Association	Senator	from	John	Mabee	
Hall.	He	came	to	TU	as	a	National	Merit	Finalist	from	
the	William	J.	Palmer	High	School	in	Colorado	Springs	
after	completing	the	school’s	International	Baccalaureate	

program.	David,	who	is	a	member	of	the	Society	of	Phys-
ics	Students	and	the	affiliated	chapter	of	the	Institute	of	
Electronic	Engineers,	founded	TU	Aviation	and	volun-
teers	with	Big	Brothers	and	Big	Sisters.	He	plans	to	get	a	
Ph.D.	degree	in	Medical	Physics	and	conduct	research	on	
new	techniques	and	machinery	for	cancer	treatment	at	a	
university	hospital	or	clinic.

Since	1995,	TU	students	have	received	38	Goldwater,	
24	National	Science	Foundation,	and	6	Phi	Kappa	Phi	
fellowships.	The	Goldwater	Foundation	awarded	323	
scholarships	for	the	2006-2007	academic	year	to	under-
graduate	sophomores	and	juniors	from	the	United	States	
from	among	1,081	applicants.	Goldwater	Scholarships,	
valued	at	up	to	$7,500,	are	designed	to	foster	and	encour-
age	outstanding	students	to	pursue	careers	in	the	fields	
of	mathematics,	the	natural	sciences,	and	engineering.	
The	Goldwater	Scholarship	is	the	premier	undergraduate	
award	of	its	type.	The	latest	winners	place	TU’s	Col-
lege	of	Engineering	and	Natural	Sciences	on	a	par	with	
MIT	and	Yale	University	in	total	number	of	Goldwater	
scholars.	TU	President	Steadman	Upham	commented,	
“These	awards	reflect	the	exceptional	academic	quality	of	
The	University	of	Tulsa.”

College of Engineering and Natural Sciences�

Eight Join Chemistry 
Honor Society
On April 25, 2006 the Einsteinium Chapter of Iota	
Sigma	Pi,	a	National	Honor	Society	for	Women	in	
Chemistry,	held	its	fourth	initiation	in	McFarlin	Library	
in	the	Faculty	Study.	Eight	students	from	The	University	
of	Tulsa,	three	students	from	Oral	Roberts	University	
and	a	faculty	member	from	Oral	Roberts	University	were	
initiated.	

The	eight	students	from	The	University	of	Tulsa	were:
Elizabeth	Aryn	Brewer,	Broken	Arrow;	Lancey	A.	Fraser,	
Tulsa;	Laura	Katherine	Grigsby,	Carrollton,	Texas;	Carrie	
Lynn	Hall,	Hamilton,	N.J.	and	Broken	Arrow;	Sarah	
Elizabeth	John,	Edmond;	Rachael	Louise	Krob,	Wichita,	
Kansas;	Sarah	Renee	Woods,	Miami,	Okla.;	and	Shilan	
Susan	Yang,	Wichita,	Kansas.

Masters Student Earns 
SPE Award
Bahadir Gokcal was awarded 2nd place in the Master	
of	Science	Division	Society	of	Petroleum	Engineers	(SPE)	
Student	Paper	Contest	held	at	University	of	Alberta	in	
April.

South Central  
GSA Winners
Several student presentations were made at the South 
Central Geological Society of America (GSA) meeting in 
Norman in the spring. Students presented both poster 
sessions and talks at the conference. Both the posters and 
talks were very well received. Presenting students included:

Dan Weber - Freshman - oral presentation. Dan has also  
presented at the IPEC conference and has authored a  
paper as a result.

Carla Landrum - Junior - poster presentation

Cas Bridge - Senior Biology - oral presentation

Cathy Webster - Graduate Student - oral presentation

Aaron Palke - Sophomore - poster presentation

Karl Sharrah - Graduate Student - poster presentation

Chem-E-Car Poster
Sophomore Freddy Flores and Senior Dorian Marx	
won	second	place	in	the	poster	competition	at	the		
National	Chem-E-Car	Competition	in	Cincinnati,	Ohio	
last	fall.

Five University of Tulsa students were honored	
with	some	of	the	most	prestigious	science	awards in 
the	country.	Seniors	Ross	Hymel	and	Todd	Hoppe	won	
2006	National	Science	Foundation	Graduate	Research	
Fellowships,	senior	Suong	Nguyen	was	awarded	a	$5,000	
Phi	Kappa	Phi	Honor	Society	fellowship	and	junior	Tad	
D.	Schoedel	and	sophomore	David	H.	Wacker	both	
received	Goldwater	Scholarships.	Junior	Ryan	Vierling	
received	a	Goldwater	honorable	mention.	

Ross	Hymel	came	to	TU	to	play	Division	1	soccer	from	
Manzano	High	School	in	Albuquerque,	New	Mexico,	but	
a	physical	injury	sidelined	him.	He	continued	his	studies	
pursuing	a	major	in	electrical	engineering	with	minors	in	
economics	and	math.	Ross	is	a	member	of	Tau	Beta	Pi,	an	
engineering	honor	society,	and	Eta	Kappa	Nu,	an	electri-
cal	engineering	honor	society.	Currently	studying	digital	
signal	processing	at	the	University	of	Manchester	in	
England,	Ross	was	an	intern	at	the	Sandia	National	Labo-
ratories.	For	his	senior	project	he	designed	a	wheelchair-
based	system	and	training	simulator	that	enables	a	person	
with	cerebral	palsy	to	better	control	their	environment.	
In	addition	to	his	studies,	Ross	has	served	the	community	
for	the	past	few	years	as	a	tutor	in	calculus,	differential	
equations	and	macroeconomics.	After	completing	his	TU	
degree,	Ross	will	pursue	a	doctorate	in	electrical	engineer-
ing	at	the	University	of	Florida.

Todd	Hoppe,	an	environmental	chemistry	major,	is	no	
stranger	to	the	winner’s	circle.	He	was	valedictorian	of	
his	high	school	graduating	class,	one	of	TU’s	Top	Twenty	
Freshmen,	a	Tulsa	Undergraduate	Research	Challenge	
(TURC)	participant	and	a	Chemistry	Summer	Under-
graduate	Research	Program	(CSURP)	participant.	He	
was	named	a	Barry	M.	Goldwater	Scholar	in	2004	and	a	
Morris	K.	Udall	Scholar	in	2005.	In	addition	to	his	stud-
ies,	Todd	served	as	volunteer	coach	for	his	high	school’s	
track	team,	and	as	a	volunteer	for	Blue	Thumb	(with	the	
Oklahoma	Water	Conservation	Commission)	monitor-
ing	the	health	of	local	streams.	This	fall,	he	will	enter	the	
University	of	Texas	at	Austin	to	pursue	a	Ph.	D.	degree	in	
environmental	chemistry.	

The	Phi	Kappa	Phi	Honor	Society	has	awarded	a	
$5,000	fellowship	to	TU	senior	Suong	Nguyen.	Only	
60	Phi	Kappa	Phi	Fellowships	are	awarded	nationwide	
and	universities	can	nominate	only	one	student.	Suong,	a	
chemistry	major/French	minor,	spent	the	2005	fall	semes-
ter	studying	in	the	south	of	France.	During	her	under-
graduate	career	at	TU,	Suong	was	a	Top	Ten	Freshman	
and	participant	in	TURC	and	CSURP.	She	served	as	vice	
president	of	the	Asian	American	Student	Association	and	
was	a	member	of	the	American	Chemistry	Society	Student	

NSF, Phi Kappa Phi and Goldwater Awards

Todd Hoppe Suong Nguyen
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Bob Sievers (BS ’56) is a 21st century Renaissance Man — professor, pharmaceutical scientist, environmental chemist, in-

ventor, author, co-founder of two companies, board member of the Arts and Humanities Assembly of Boulder County in 

Colorado, and twice-elected regent of Colorado University representing the voters of the Second Congressional District. 

A Colorado resident for nearly 30 years, Sievers credits The University of Tulsa College of Engineering and Natural 

Sciences and his mother for his long list of successes. Named a TU Distinguished Alumnus in 1973, Sievers says, “I want to 

credit my mother, Rosamond Sievers, 90 years old and still living on College Avenue near TU (and mowing her own lawn), 

who encouraged me to work hard in my studies at TU.”

Sievers’s latest project, AKTIV-DRY, is a spin-out company he formed with University of Colorado professors John 

Carpenter and Brian Quinn to commercialize innovations in particle synthesis and coating. The company specializes in 

micronizing and drying vaccines, antibodies, enzymes, proteins and other pharmaceutical compounds. 

Sievers collaborated with Jim Searles, who graduated from TU with a B.S. in Chemical Engineering 30 years after Bob’s 

class finished in 1956. Searles earned his doctorate from the University of Colorado and went to work for Merck and Eli 

Lilly. At Merck, Searles helped develop the rotavirus vaccine, and at AKTIV-DRY, he is working with Sievers and his team, 

in collaboration with the Serum Institute of India, to develop an inhalable dry powder vaccine against measles virus. 

Searles is now the associate director at AKTIV-DRY LLC. 

Sievers is especially proud of AKTIV-DRY, which seems destined to have an enormous impact on managing the spread 

of infectious diseases around the world. 

When asked about all the accolades from prominent organizations such as the National Institutes of Health, Siev-

ers notes: “We are very honored to have received a grant from the foundation for the National Institutes of Health to 

continue our research on inhalable stable aerosol vaccines that do not require needles. If all of the tests are successful, 

thousands of children in developing countries who now die every day from infectious diseases may be saved.”

Sievers, the artist has created 50 marble sculptures many of which are prominently displayed in some of the most 

prestigious locales in Colorado. They can be viewed at www.BobSievers.com, and clicking on “Sculptures”. 

Medicine, art, politics and business may be all in a day’s work for Bob Sievers, but for the rest of the world, his accom-

plishments may be a sign that a new age of enlightenment is underway.

TU Undergrad Spends 
Summer in Africa
Junior Aaron Palke was accepted into the Nyanza	
Project,	a	Research	Experience	for	Undergraduates	
(REU)	event	that	was	conducted	in	Africa	during	the	
summer.	The	Nyanza	Project	is	sponsored	by	the	Paleo-
climate	Program,	Division	of	Atmospheric	Sciences,	of	
the	U.S.	National	Science	Foundation.	Lake	Tanganyika,	
the	largest	lake	in	the	African	Rift	Valley,	is	the	location		
of	the	Nyanza	Project,	which	offers	a	research	oppor-
tunity	for	outstanding	undergraduates,	graduates	and	
secondary	school	teachers	interested	in	tropical	lakes.	As	
a	participant	in	the	Nyanza	Project,	Aaron	joined	a	team	
of	U.S.	and	African	students	in	a	seven-week	program	of	
training	and	independent	research.	The	Nyanza	Project	
paid	all	of	Aaron’s	expenses	as	well	as	a	stipend.	Accep-
tance	into	the	program	is	considered	an	honor.	

Mini Baja
Although The University of Tulsa 
sent	a	small	team	to	The	Society	of	
Automotive	Engineers’	(SAE)	Mini	Baja,	
they	came	away	with	big	results.	TU’s	
team	scored	in	the	top	third	for	design	
and	cost	reports	and	land	maneuverabil-
ity.	The	SAE	Mini	Baja	consists	of	three	
regional	competitions	that	simulate	real-
world	engineering	challenges.	Students	
are	challenged	to	design,	build	and	race	
an	off-road	vehicle	that	will	survive	the	
severe	punishment	of	rough	terrain.	The	
cars	must	not	only	survive	the	rough	ter-
rain,	but	they	must	also	be	user	friendly	
designs.	Safety	in	the	competition	is	the	
number	one	priority.	Designing	to	SAE	
limits	and	standards	is	a	challenge	every	
step	of	the	way.	

Each	year,	SAE	hosts	a	variety	of	intercollegiate	design	and	race	competitions	ranging	from	off-road	Baja	to	Formula	
SAE	racing	to	Aerodesign.	These	collegiate	design	competitions	put	classroom	training	into	action	by	challenging	
students	to	design,	build	and	test	the	performance	of	a	real	vehicle	in	a	competitive	environment.	

TU’s	very	own	Hurricane	Motor	Works	(HMW)	workshop	has	competed	in	many	challenges	including	the	Tour	De	
Sol,	Mini	Baja,	Challenge	X	and	various	others.	Designing	alternative	fuel	cars,	as	well	as	the	SAE	Mini	Baja	cars,	gives	
students	a	way	to	unwind	from	the	normal	class	structure.	Designing	and	testing	a	car	in	competition	is	a	way	to	see	
actual	engineering	at	work.	
					All	students	are	welcome	at	HMW.	Students	meet	every	Tuesday	at	6:00	p.m.	in	the	HMW	building	located	at	The	
University	of	Tulsa’s	North	Campus.		
					Learn	more	about	HMW	by	visiting	their	web	site,	http://www.hev.utulsa.edu.

Better Drag System
A team of eight Mechanical Engineering 
seniors	completed	their	Senior	Design	Project	for	
the	Zebco	Corporation	this	spring.	The	team		
developed	a	new	drag	system	for	a	deep-sea	troll-
ing	reel.	The	students	considered	numerous	con-
cepts	and	decided	on	an	electromechanical	system.	
The	University	of	Tulsa	students’	system	created	
an	extremely	smooth	drag	with	superior	perfor-
mance	in	terms	of	wear	and	heat	generation.

Zebco	sent	the	students	on	a	“field	test”	off	the	
Florida	Keys	where	they	caught	four	mahi-mahi	
weighing	30	–	40	pounds	each.	Eric	Perner	caught	
one	of	those	(35	lb.	male)	on	the	team’s	reel,	and	
it	worked	extremely	well.	The	team	was	told	their	
fish	were	the	biggest	mahi-mahi	caught	in	months.	
The	Florida	fishermen	suggested	if	they	were	
fishing	in	the	tournament	the	following	week,	they	
probably	would	have	won	the	$50,000	prize.

Gabe	Provensher,	Eric	Perner,	John	Stanfield	
and	Jason	Hearn	took	the	system	to	the	Keys.	The	
four	students	who	worked	on	the	project	but	did	
not	go	on	the	field	trial	were	Brian	Walsh,	Greg		
Disinger,	Elizabeth	Payne	and	Benjamin	Bohn.

21st Century Renaissance Man

Pictured left to right are Jason Hearn, John Stanfield,  
Gabe Provensher and Eric Perner.

Spring 2006 SAE Mini Baja East competition participants: (left to right) Garret Maier (junior), 
Spencer Young (senior), Kevin Plunket (May 2006 graduate), Jana Ahrens (May 2006 graduate),
Nathan Berry (senior), Adam Merillat (May 2006 graduate), Aaron Acklan (May 2006 graduate)
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firefighter	training	designation	gives	him	the	right	to	
drive	the	fire	truck	among	other	important	tasks.	

“The	whole	time	I	was	at	TU,	I	was	making	runs,”	
he	recalls.	“Sujeet	Shenoi	thought	it	was	so	cool	that	I	
got	to	drive	a	fire	truck,	he	wouldn’t	introduce	me	as	
Jim,	he	would	introduce	me	as	the	guy	who	got	to	drive	
a	fire	truck!”	

When	asked	about	the	usefulness	of	a	degree	from	
The	College	of	Engineering	and	Natural	Sciences,	
Arrowood	says,	“As	a	firefighter,	you’re	concerned	with	
safety.	With	car	wrecks	you’re	constantly	looking	for	
ways	to	do	things	safely.	You	don’t	find	a	lot	of	engineer	
firefighters	out	there.”	

An	engineering	degree	comes	in	handy	because,	as	
Arrowood	knows,	“In	engineering	you	have	to	take	
chemistry,	physics	and	a	lot	of	mathematics.”	

He	admits	that	knowing	these	things	is	valuable	
especially	as	automobile	engineering	changes.	“When	
you	start	talking	about	hydrogen	cars,	it	becomes	more	
important	to	know	about	chemical	combinations.”	
Arrowood	believes	there’s	a	place	for	engineers	in	the	
world	of	red	hats	and	fire	alarms.	

“If	you’re	interested	in	firefighting,	whether	you	
want	to	do	it	for	a	living	or	not,	you	can	find	a	place	
out	there.”	Arrowood	has	found	a	place	behind	the	
wheel	of	a	big	red	truck.

Alumni Just Wanna 
Have Fun
TU alumni attended a Golden Hurricane football	
watch	party	at	the	Full	Moon	Cafe	in	Tulsa.	Seth	Ahrens	
(BSME	’03)	married	Katie	Neville	(BS	’01,	applied	
mathematics,	MS’	02,	finance).	Seth	is	a	product	engi-
neer	for	McElroy	Manufacturing,	Inc.,	and	Katie	works	
at	Williams	as	a	trading	analyst	on	the	energy	trading	
floor.	They	were	married	in	September	2005.	Laura	
Craft	Millspaugh	(BS	’03,	chemistry),	who	earned	a	
master’s	in	chemistry	from	University	of	Texas	at	Austin	
teaches	10th	grade	chemistry	at	Cascia	Hall	Prep	School	
in	Tulsa	and	is	an	adjunct	at	TU.	Laura	married	Andrew	
Millspaugh	(BA	’01,	marketing)	in	2004.

Jim Arrowood (BS ’02, computer science) is a	
software	architect	for	Dollar	Thrifty,	but	in	his	free	
time,	he	volunteers	for	the	Berryhill	Fire	Department.	

Wildfires	in	Oklahoma	have	kept	him	very	busy	
lately,	but	recently	he’s	been	able	to	relax	a	bit.		
Arrowood	is	not	only	a	firefighter,	he’s	also	an	emer-
gency	medical	technician	(EMT).	

	
	

“When	I	
was	in	high	school,	I	

started	volunteering	in	Berryhill.	I	started	out	getting	
my	First	Responder,	kind	of	the	level	below	an	EMT.”	

Arrowood	stuck	with	it,	and	while	attending	classes	
at	TU,	he	took	additional	training	to	become	a	Fire-
fighter	One.	This	nationally-accredited	professional	

And He Drives a Big Red Truck . . .

Left to Right: Katie Ahrens, Laura Craft Millspaugh,  
Seth Ahrens


